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1. Foreword 

1.1 The Puttenham Neighbourhood Plan covers the period from 2016 to 2033. The Localism 

Act (2011) and the related Neighbourhood Planning Regulations (2012) have allowed local 

communities to have more control over the development of their areas by undertaking 

Neighbourhood Planning. The civil parish of Puttenham was designated as a Neighbourhood 

Area by Guildford Borough Council on 3 December 2014. This empowered Puttenham Parish 

Council to lead the production of a Neighbourhood Plan with the support of, and input from, 

the residents of the Parish.  

1.2 Puttenham Parish Council appointed a Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group to prepare a 

plan that would deliver the long-term goal of a balanced and vibrant neighbourhood, while 

maintaining the structure of the Village and the rural nature of the Parish. The Group held its 

first meeting in June 2015.  Since then, various consultation events and questionnaires have 

been undertaken to gather the views of local residents and other stakeholders including local 

businesses.  The feedback gathered has helped shape this Neighbourhood Plan.  

 

 

Mike Blundell Jones 

Chairman, Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
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2. Background 

Neighbourhood Planning 

2.1 The Localism Act of 2011 introduced neighbourhood planning which gives communities 

the right to have a direct say over their future development at a local level by producing a 

Neighbourhood Plan. The Neighbourhood Plan (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) set 

the framework against which a Neighbourhood Plan must work within.  

2.2 ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ΨvǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ .ƻŘȅΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

preparing a Neighbourhood Plan, local residents and stakeholders have a vital role in 

influencing a Neighbourhood Plan which must ultimately be decided upon at a local 

referendum following an examination process. 

Preparing the Neighbourhood Plan 

2.3 Guildford Borough Council designated the parish of Puttenham as a Neighbourhood Area 

on 3 December 2014 following an application by the Parish Council. 

 

Figure 1 - Puttenham Neighbourhood Area 
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2.4 Following this, a Steering Group was set up of parish councillors and local residents to 

direct the Neighbourhood Plan. The Steering Group was split into topic groups focussing on 

the key areas of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Community Consultation 

2.5 Various stages of consultation have been undertaken and have influenced the 

Neighbourhood Plan. The first stage of the community consultation process was the 2014 

Housing and Community Needs Survey undertaken by the Parish Council in association with 

Surrey Community Action and 

Guildford Borough Council which was 

a far-reaching survey of the 

community and its future needs, 

including affordable housing. The 

Survey identified a number of issues 

facing the parish and also identified a 

small affordable housing need in the 

parish. The findings of the Survey gave 

further motivation to preparing a 

Neighbourhood Plan and to give full 

consideration to the allocation of rural 

exception affordable housing sites. 

2.6 In May 2016, a Neighbourhood Plan workshop took place which sought views on a site 

which had been put forward by Puttenham Golf Club, following which the Parish Council 

decided to begin a search for further potential sites. This process began with a Ψ/all for SitesΩ 

undertaken in September 2016 which identified a list of 10 potential sites.  

2.7 In May 2017, a Neighbourhood Plan workshop event was arranged which set out the 

Parish CƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ Řŀte, building on the findings of the 2014 Housing and Community 

Needs Survey and setting out the work carried out in assessing affordable housing site 

options.  

2.8 In June 2017, a parish questionnaire was sent to all parish 

residents and landowners seeking views on the principle of a small 

affordable housing development as well as seeking views on the 

individual sites identified. This information has fed into the site 

assessment process. 

2.9 In May 2018, the Steering Group arranged a Neighbourhood 

Plan workshop to coincide with the Parish CouncilΩǎ Annual General 

Meeting. A further update on the Neighbourhood Plan was given 

and comments were sought from residents.  
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3. Vision and Objectives 

 

Our Vision 

άOur vision is to maintain Puttenham Parish as a thriving vibrant community of rural character 

and identity, preserving its heritage assets, Listed Buildings and conservation area so that it 

will remain a visually attractive, independent settlement, set in unspoilt, tranquil and 

accessible countryside, providing an excellent quality of life for residents, visitors and those 

who work in the Parishέ.  

Objectives  

To support our vision, the Neighbourhood Plan has the following objectives:  

Social 

1. To ensure that new housing development in the Parish is affordable and meets the 

needs of the local community  

2. To improve the health and vitality of the parish and ensure that the needs of residents 

and visitors are met through retaining, supporting and improǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜŘ 

local community facilities, services and assets. 

3. To reduce traffic flows through the village, improve highway and pedestrian safety 

and parking pressure in the parish and encourage sustainable forms of transport 

Environment  

4. To ensure that future development is appropriate and proportionate to the scale and 

rural character of the parish.  

5. ¢ƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŀƴŘ ǾŀƭǳŜŘ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΣ 

independence and landscape setting within the Surrey Hills AONB.  

6. To preseǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

biodiversity   

7. To ensure new development preserves and enhances the parish's valued built 

environment, in particular its Listed Buildings, conservation area and other non-

designated heritage assets.  

 

Economic  

8. ¢ƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭΣ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ  
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4. Puttenham 

Puttenham the Place 

 

4.1 Puttenham is a rural parish set in the Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

tǳǘǘŜƴƘŀƳ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ which is located approximately 5km to the 

west of Guildford, to the east of Farnham and to the north of Godalming. The village is set 

ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ǎƭƻǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻƎΩǎ Back which is an important feature in the landscape 

and forms a distinctive backdrop to the village. From Puttenham Common, south of the village, 

the Wealden landscape stretches into the distance with extensive oak, pine and birch 

woodland on the lower greensand.  The meandering River Wey forms the southern boundary 

of the parish. The entire parish is also designated as an Area of Great Landscape Value (AGLV) 

for its scenic value and is also entirely within the Green Belt. 

4.2 A number of Neolithic artefacts have been discovered in the fields and on the heaths of 

the parish, but the settlement of Puttenham itself dates back to Saxon times and has 

references in the Domesday book and, more suǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅΣ !ƭŘƻǳǎ IǳȄƭŜȅΩǎ мфон ƴƻǾŜƭ Brave 

New World ǿƘŜǊŜ tǳǘǘŜƴƘŀƳ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άa modest little village, nine storeys high, with 

silos, a poultry farm, and a small vitamin D factoryέΗ  

 

4.3 The parish has a long agricultural 

history including the harvesting of hops, 

wheat and marigolds. Whilst few 

agricultural workers remain in the parish 

today, hops are still harvested in the 

village on what is known to be the last 

hop garden in Surrey.  

 

 

 

 

 

4.4 Puttenham village contains numerous historic buildings, in particular along The Street, 

many of which are listed. The historic core of the village is designated as a Conservation Area. 

The village underwent rapid expansion during the Victorian and Edwardian period and also 

during the 20th Century with looser knit development on the periphery of the village, 

characterised by semi-detached houses and bungalows and, later, small estate development. 

The edge of the village is defined by its openness and undulating topography and the 

remainder of the parish is characterised by isolated houses and associated outbuildings and 

farmsteads. 
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4.5 Puttenham parish is not particularly well served by local facilities and services but, in this 

sense, is not unlike many other rural areas. The parish benefits from two public house (The 

Good Intent central within the village and the Jolly Farmer on the B3000), a Church, a village 

hall, an infant school as well as various formal recreation and play spaces, including the 

recreation field and sports pavilion, tennis court, Skate Park and the John Green Play Area. 

These are focal points of the community. The parish is a popular destination for outdoor 

recreation and tourism due to its location in the Surrey Hills AONB. The North Downs Way and 

Puttenham Common are other popular destinations.  

 

4.6 Puttenham has an active 

community with numerous societies 

and clubs, such as Cricket and Bowls 

Clubs, a History Society, Garden 

Club, Youth Club and a Toddler and 

Baby Group, to name a few. The 

Bonfire Committee plan, organise 

and build a magical bonfire every 

year. Finally, there is a flourishing 

Community Group, all volunteers, 

who work tirelessly for the benefit of 

the village in many ways. The 

Puttenham & Wanborough Housing Society, formed almost fifty years ago by far thinking local 

residents, ensures that there are still some houses available for the benefit of local people.   
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4.7 Puttenham is poorly served by public transport and residents are generally reliant on 

private transportation.  Two key roads run through the parish, tƘŜ !ом όIƻƎΩǎ .ŀŎƪύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

B3000 which link to the A3 trunk road. Otherwise, the parish is connected by smaller classified 

and unclassified rural routes. Traffic congestion and speed through the village and on the 

ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ ƛǎ ŀ major concern for residents, especially at peak hours. This not only 

has an impact on the village environment but also results in significant highway and pedestrian 

safety concerns. Parking in the village is also a significant concern for local residents due to 

the safety concerns this gives rise to, especially at certain pinch points on The Street.  

 

Figure 2 ς General Constraints Map 

 

Puttenham the Community 

 

4.8 The following statistics and evidence are primarily drawn from parish level Census data 

(2011).  

4.9 Puttenham parish has a population of approximately 600 people, with a mean age of 44.5 

which is higher than the Borough average (39). A significant proportion of the population is 

within the 30-59 age range (approximately 40%) which is broadly similar to the wider Borough, 

however, the percentage of Puttenham residents in the upper age groups (60+) is far higher 

(approximately 30%) than the Borough and national averages. 


